Dietary fat and natural killer cell activity.
Evidence from a number of sources implicates dietary fat in the etiology of various human cancers. We hypothesize a possible mechanism by which fat might increase tumorigenesis. Specifically, we discuss the connection between polyunsaturated fatty acids, prostaglandin synthesis, and the potential effect on Natural Killer (NK) cell activity. Polyunsaturated fatty acid-induced increases in series-2 prostaglandin synthesis could result in depressing NK-cell activity. As the first line of defense against tumor cells, NK-cell function may be particularly important in modifying cancer risk.